
Teaching is a challenging but rewarding career path and the good  
news is there are lots of routes into it! Look below to find out more…

• You can enter university 
from school or college to 
complete a Bachelor of 
Education, Bachelor of 
Science or Bachelor of 
Arts degree with Qualified 
Teacher Status (QTS). This 
means you can apply to 
teach straight away.

• During these courses 
you learn more about 
your chosen subject 
and get plenty of school 
placements to help you 
learn.

• These courses tend to be 
for primary teachers but 
there are some available 
for secondary too.

Examples of these  
degrees are:

• Primary Education with QTS 
—University of Derby   

• Primary Education with 
QTS—Staffordshire University

• Physical Education 
Secondary Education with 
QTS—Plymouth Marjon 
University

• One of the most common 
routes into teaching.

• Once you have completed 
your undergraduate 
degree you can apply  
for a PGCE.

• This is usually a one-year 
course which teaches you 
more about your subject 
and offers you plenty of 
school placements to learn 
and practise while working 
for your QTS.

PGCE course are often  
widely available.  
Examples of universities 
which offer these are:

• PGCE Secondary (in 
various subjects)— Bangor 
University

• Primary PGCE—Staffordshire 
University

• Secondary PGCE (in various 
subjects)—University of 
Chester

• PGCE Primary or PGCE 
Seconday (in various 
subjects)—Birmingham City 
University.

• There are several 
alternative routes available. 
Some of these allow you 
to ‘earn while you learn’ 
meaning you earn money 
while learning on the job.

Two examples of these are:

Schools direct (Salaried) 
programme: You are based 
in a school and paid an 
unqualified teacher wage 
while gaining a PGCE 
(depending on the training 
provider) and working 
towards QTS. 

Teach First Leadership 
Development Programme: 
This is a two-year school-
based programme for 
graduates where you work 
in one school, are paid 
an unqualified teacher 
wage and work towards a 
Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (PGDE) and  
your QTS. 

University  
Undergraduate Degree

Postgraduate Certificate 
in Education (PGCE)

Alternative Training 
Routes

So you want to 
be a Teacher



What GCSEs and pre-16 qualifications will I need?

I’m thinking about becoming a teacher but I’m unsure.  
I’m still in school what should I be doing now?

Should I try to find some work experience or volunteering in a school?

To teach you will usually need to have 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent, including 
English, maths (and science for primary). If you go down the university route mentioned above, you  
will also usually need 3 A levels or equivalent. 

When picking your GCSEs /A Levels / BTECs be sure to choose subjects that you like and enjoy as one of 
these may be the subject you teach for the rest of your career. In order to teach a certain subject you 
need to have qualifications in that subject.

The most important thing to do now is to carry on working hard on your studies to gain the results that 
you want. You can also spend some time having a look through the suggested websites below to find 
out more about becoming a teacher. If you’re not 100% sure about teaching but do want to go to 
university, it may be best to do an undergraduate degree in your preferred subject and if you still want 
to teach afterwards you can apply for a PGCE. 

If this is possible and won’t interrupt your studies then absolutely. Work experience or volunteering is 
a great way to find out if a career is for you. If you are in Y10 and will have a work experience week 
try to get a placement in a local school to find out more. It is also worth speaking with your careers 
advisor/teachers if you would like to try to find a week volunteering in a school and don’t have a work 
experience week. They may be able to work something out with you. If you are in sixth form/college 
and are about to go to university and don’t have work experience, don’t worry! You can contact 
schools local to your university to find volunteering opportunities. 

Test your knowledge
1. Can you remember what QTS stands for? 
2. How many GCSEs do you need to become a teacher?
3. List two things that you’re going to do to find out more about becoming a teacher.

Find out more

ucas.com/teaching-in-the-uk
education.gov.uk/getintoteaching
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk

If you have any questions about becoming a teacher, careers, or university,  
you can chat to our friendly team at www.higherhorizons.co.uk/ask


