
Being a Doctor is a challenging but rewarding career path.  
If you want to become a doctor, you have to go to university 
and study a Medicine degree. 

So you want   
to be... a Doctor?

Medicine is a graduate career. 
This means you have to go to 
university and study a degree 
to become a Doctor. There is 
currently no alternative route 
to becoming a doctor. Medical 
degrees are slightly different 
to other degrees as they are 5 
years long and you need top 
grades in your GCSEs and A 
levels to get a place. You will 
also have to take a medical 
school entry test and go for 
an interview at your university 
where they test your skills.

During your degree you do 
both classroom-based study 
and practical work experience 
called placements – where 
you work in different Hospital 
settings to develop your skills.

After your foundation years 
you can then choose to 
specialise in a particular 
area of Medicine by doing 
a postgraduate degree. 
This might help you become 
better at certain areas of 
Medicine or prepare you for 
a career in medical research.

Examples of universities 
which offer these are:

• Masters in Medical Science 
(MMedSci) – Keele 
University

• MSc Diabetes Best Practice 
– University of Southampton

• MSc Epidemiology – 
Imperial College London

University Undergraduate Degree Postgraduate  
Medical degrees

Once you have graduated 
from university you will also 
have to complete 2 years 
of on-the-job training called 
foundation years. During this 
time, you will be a Junior 
Doctor and be earning a 
salary. You will work in different 
areas of the hospital to find 
your speciality. 

Examples of Medical  
degrees are:

• Medicine MBChB – 
Sunderland University 

• Medicine and Surgery 
MBChB – University of 
Liverpool

• Medicine MBChB – Keele 
University 

What if I do another degree and then decide I want to become a doctor?
Some universities offer a ‘graduate entry’ Medicine degree. For most, you will need to demonstrate that you 
have the skills needed to study Medicine by taking a medicine school entry test and going for an interview. 
You will often need a science degree to access this route, but some universities will accept other degrees as 
well. These courses are often a little shorter than usual Medicine degrees – four years, instead of five.



What GCSEs and pre-16 qualifications will I need?

Other Entry Requirements

I’m thinking about becoming a Doctor but I’m unsure. I’m still in school 
what should I be doing now?

I’m thinking about becoming a Doctor but I’m unsure. I’m still in school 
what should I be doing now?

Test your knowledge

You will need good GCSE grades (all 7/As and 6/Bs) in all subjects, including 7/A in Maths, Science and 
English, and AAA at A Level. You must study Biology and Chemistry at A Level. One other science subject is 
often required e.g. Maths or Physics. 

When applying for a medical degree you will need to pass a medical admission test. These tests are called 
UCAT or BMAT. Check which test your chosen university requires as this can vary. Depending on which 
universities you apply to you may have to take both tests. Achieving good results in these can really make 
you stand out from others. You should arrange to take these tests before applying to university. 

You will also have a university interview which you will need to perform well in. Work experience can be a 
great talking point during your interviews. Make sure you mention the skills this experience has given you 
and how it has shown you what a career in healthcare might be like. 

Remember that the UCAS application deadline for Medicine degrees is always earlier than other courses. 
You need to apply by 15th October.

The most important thing to do now is to carry on working hard on your studies to gain the results that 
you want in your GCSEs / A Levels. You can also spend some time having a look through the suggested 
websites below to find out more about becoming a Doctor. If you’re not 100% sure about Medicine you 
could try to get some work experience to find out more about what a career in as a doctor might be like. 
Remember – you can also go to university to study a different subject and apply for Medicine later, but this 
will take more time than if you applied straight from college or sixth form. 

Work experience is a great talking point in your university admission interviews. Most universities will also 
want you to have done some work experience so you understand what a career as a doctor might be 
like. This will also give you a clearer idea of if a medical career is for you and if so which sector suits you 
best. Some universities might want you to have completed a certain amount of work experience – so if 
you are sure you want to be a doctor it is a good idea to start early. You could see if you can volunteer 
to help at your local hospital, doctors’ surgery, care home, hospice, physiotherapist or any other relevant 
healthcare providers. 

1. Can you remember which subject you need good GCSEs in?
2. Can you remember which subjects you need A levels in to become a Doctor?
3. List 2 things that you’re going to do to find out more about becoming a Doctor.

Helpful Websites:

General Medical Council - https://www.gmc-uk.org/education/becoming-a-doctor-in-the-uk 
UCAS - https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career- ideas/explore-jobs/job-profile/
hospital-doctor 
British Medical Association - https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and- support/studying-medicine 
NHS Health Careers - https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore- roles/doctors


